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"The Easterners are said to be less individualized, because they
look forward to ultimate extinction. The West lays emphasis on
individuality and the development of personality. The Eastern doc-
trine of reincarnation is said to encourage inaction, and perhaps
indolence, because its believers think they have many existences to
live through automatically. Christianity and Islam teach that there
is only one life, the future life being of an entirely different order,
so that Westerners live the present life more intensely, endeavouring
to get all they can out of it, and leave it reluctantly. The East
preaches a gospel of renunciation; the West one of fulfilment. The
East is prepossessed with the divine; the West with the human'*
(Parmelee, Oriental and Occidental Culture, pp. 62-63).

A detailed examination of these categorical contrasts is rendered
hardly necessary because of the qualifications that Mr. Parmelee
makes. "Each generalization is subject to many exceptions and
qualifications. All of the characteristics to be mentioned apply to a
certain extent to both East and West. Moreover, they apply in a
varying degree to the different parts of the East, which is much less
unified than the West, and more to India than elsewhere. They
indicate norms set up by the thinkers and leaders who influence
the common people in a measure. But the life of the masses the
world over is much the same in that they are primarily concerned
with satisfying the fundamental human wants** (ibid., p. 62). He
goes further when he says: "in fact, with reference to these matters,
almost as sharp a distinction must be drawn between India and the
eastern Asiatic peoples as between India and, the West. It may be
true that the mystery of the universe presents itself more forcibly
to the Asiatic than to the Western mind. But neither China nor
Japan is as deeply interested in metaphysics, theology and religion
as is India** (ibid., p. 68).

It must be remembered that Mr. Parmelee includes Islamic
Asia in the West. There are those who would consider that there
is as sharp a distinction between the culture of Islamic Asia
and the Christian Europe as between either and India or China.
It is doubtful if even Mr. Parmelee would postulate for the,
Islamic area those characteristics which he postulated for the